“Oh, what a night!”

A record crowd celebrated Valley View Community
Food Bank's 15th Anniversary on November 5th at
the Briarwood Country Club. It was an evening of
joy as participants reminisced about VVCFB's
history. When Jesse Ramirez and his wife Rose
committed to feeding hungry people in the West
Valley, | don't think they ever imagined what the
food bank would be 15 years later.

The highlight for me was being able to present

The Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and clients of
valley view community

foodbank

honor) |
Jesse Ramirez

His servant’s heart beats with love for the community, and his dedication to
the well-being of all people.
A man of faith and fidelity, his vision of ending hunger among/our neighbors
inspires us all to work for the common good
Thank you, Jesse. We are all grateful for your presence among us.
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Jesse with this heartfelt tribute for his service to our
community.

The COVID years brought new challenges to
VVCFB. Jesse, staff and volunteers were up to the
task. With federal relief money, we were able to
keep our entire staff and feed more clients than
ever. The doors never shut and for most of the
time, we were able to provide families with two food
boxes a month rather than one. We lost some
volunteers, but others stepped up. LDS
missionaries made long term commitments to be
with us.

With the help of very generous donors, VVCFB
became a property owner. After months of
searching for affordable rental warehouse space,
the Board of Directors voted to build our own
warehouse on donated land in El Mirage. Now
Jesse is no longer forced to turn down donations
because he had no place to store them. Thanks to
many -- including vendors who cut into their profits
to get us price breaks -- the building is fully paid for.

In addition to searching for warehouse space,
Jesse has tried to add to and upgrade our trucks.
Neither the pantry nor thrift stores can operate
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efficiently without them and it seemed that one or
more trucks were always in the shop. Supply chain
issues really made both repair and replacement
difficult. Again, Jesse has been able to turn that
around! A very good friend of the VVCFB bought a
new truck for the thrift stores. The Kemper and
Ethel Marley Foundation gave us money to
purchase a used truck, but we couldn't find one.
However, their gift gave us a great start and a new
refrigerated truck, called by those in the know a
“reefer,” should be delivered before Thanksgiving.

Seniors are the most rapidly growing group of food
bank users. Many on fixed incomes are feeling the
effects of higher inflation, especially as it impacts
food prices. The Sun City West Foundation
generously gave us use of a room in their building
one day a week for a food pantry. The first week in
November, 175 clients were served. It is definitely
a reminder that “if you build it, they will come.”

| cannot say thank you enough to the many people
who have upped their donations, even in these
hard times, or who remembered us in their final
bequests. Thanks to the many who have
volunteered to work in the pantries or thrift shops or
who held food drives. Thank you to those who
dropped off food or Easter baskets, supplies during
the lean summer months, or extra food for the
holidays. And finally, a big thank you to the A-Team
who organized our wonderful Gala and are already
planning the “Spring Fling” for 2023.

| know | speak for my fellow board members, both
past and present, when | say thank you Jesse and
family for allowing us to be part of this important
mission of service to the community.

Marge Clark
Chair, VVCFB Board

The Valley View Community Food Bank Board of Directors at the
grand opening of the new warehouse
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How to Help

Make a cash donation. Donate online at:
www.feedingAZ.org

SCAN TO DONATE

or mail a check to: [w] 3t [m]
Valley View Community Food Bank

10771 W. Peoria Ave. =

Sun City 85351 [=];

Donations made directly to Valley View Community
Food Bank from your IRA are not taxed before
distribution. However, they are not deductible as
charitable contributions or for the state tax credit.

Make a charitable donation. Even if you don't
itemize your federal return, you are eligible to take up

to $300 per person or $600 per couple as a deduction.

Gifts to VVCFB of $800 per couple also qualify for the
charitable tax credit on your state income tax.

Leave a Legacy. Remember VVCFB in your will or
trust.

Shop at Amazon. Go to Smile.Amazon.com instead of
Amazon.com. Choose Valley View Community Food
Assistance from the drop-down menu. We also have a
wish list on Amazon.

Support Valley View Community Thrift Shops at
13576 W. Camino del Sol #6, Sun City West 85375,
10737 W. Peoria Ave., Sun City or 12321 NW Grand
Ave., El Mirage 85363. Call 623-455-2911 for hours or
to arrange a pick-up.

Volunteer. Volunteers are needed in the pantry and the
thrift shops on a regular basis. Organize a food drive or
collect items for Thanksgiving or Christmas. For
information on how to get started, contact Jesse Jr. at
vvfoodassistance@yahoo.com.

Fill the Pantry. Pick up extra items while shopping.
Always needed items include: peanut butter and jelly,
pasta, canned soups and stews, canned fruits and
vegetables. Also baby food and diapers and adult
sanitary items.

Mark Your Calendars

December 2022: all month, toys and holiday meal
items

January 14, 2023: MLK Day in Surprise, pasta
bagging

February 6-12, 2023: Super Bowl Food Drive, rec
centers at Sun C|ty Grand

March 13- April 3: Easter baskets and holiday food
donations needed.

March 25, 2023: Spring Fling, Old Pueblo Café in
Litchfield Park

April 22, 2023: Bean Day, Surprise

vaIIey viewscommu

f@@db@

Thank you to our generous donors who.made the difference
in so many lives this year! Your kindness and compassion
have brought relief and hope to our community.

Our Arizona state number for the tax credit is QCO 20405. Our federal non-profit number is FEIN 77-0696933.
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